
Salem Spartans Club Baseball Program Guide 
 

General Information 

The Salem Spartans Club Baseball Program is a member of the Wake County Club Baseball League, a collection 
of teams representing about 20 middle schools in Wake County.  The program is not school-sponsored, and is 
not affiliated with the Wake County Public School System. 

Of all the middle schools in Wake County, only a handful provide a boys baseball team.  The Wake County Club 
Baseball League was formed to provide young athletes with an opportunity to play competitive baseball in 
those middle schools that do not provide a school-sponsored team.  The league has approximately 40 teams 
representing about 20 middle schools. The league provides two levels of play – a varsity division and a junior 
varsity division.  The varsity division plays on 60 / 90 fields (60 feet to Pitcher’s Mound, 90 foot base paths), 
while the JV division plays on 54 / 80 fields.  The league is very competitive, as we prepare players for 
competition at the high school level.  More information can be found at www.wakecountyclubbaseball.com. 

Eligibility 

The Salem Club Baseball Program will field two teams in the Wake County Club Baseball League – a varsity 
team and a JV team.  Unlike school-sponsored athletics, all students at Salem are eligible to play with the club.  
Students in the 6th grade must play on the JV team, and students in the 8th grade must play on the varsity 
team.  Students in the 7th grade are eligible to play for either team, and are assigned to a team based on their 
ability.  Once assigned to a team, there is no movement between teams. 

Fall Tryouts  

We generally hold multi-day tryouts in mid to late October.  Multi-day tryouts allow players and coaches to 
familiarize themselves with each other, to condition players to the effort that is expected from them on the 
field, and to prepare players to make the team.  While participation on every day of the tryouts is not required, 
attending as many days as your schedule permits is encouraged. It allows the coaching staff to become familiar 
with your talents, and will insure that your skills are fairly judged. We will keep about 12 players on each team 
(varsity and JV), and cuts will be made following tryouts.   

Spring Season 

Once our teams are selected, we will hold some optional, informal practices in December and January, 
depending on weather.  We will begin formal practices the first week in February, and practice anywhere from 
2-4 times per week through the end of February, then 1-2 times per week beginning in March.  Practices may 
be scheduled weekday afternoons, after school as well as evenings and weekends.  We will practice at various 
fields in the Cary / Apex area.   

Our teams usually participate in a pre-season weekend tournament in late-February / early-March. The regular 
season normally begins the 1st week in March and runs through the middle of May.  The varsity team will play 
16 regular season games, and the JV team will play 14 regular season games.  A post-season tournament is 
held for those teams that qualify. Each team will generally play two games per week.  Games will be scheduled 
on weekdays (usually 4:00pm, sometimes 6:00pm) and on weekends.  Games are played on many fields 
throughout Wake County, from Fuquay Varina to Wake Forest.  Both the varsity team and the JV team usually 
plays its home games at Middle Creek Park, Thomas Brooks Park, or Bond Park.   
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Players and their families provide their own transportation to and from games and practices, but players 
needing transportation can usually arrange to carpool with another family. 

Because the weather in North Carolina can be very unpredictable in the spring, players making the team (and 
their families) should be prepared for frequent schedule changes.   

Player Expectations 

There is no guarantee of playing time on the varsity team.  The JV team uses a continuous batting order and 
requires all players to play at least two defensive innings.  The Wake County Club Baseball League is a 
competitive league, and players on both teams will earn their playing time.   

All players making the team will be required to sign, and fulfill, a commitment contract.  Players may play in 
other area leagues (West Raleigh, Cary, Apex, etc), but are expected to make the Salem team their first priority.  
Players should not miss practices or games for anything other than an emergency situation.   

Because Salem Middle runs on the year round schedule, players will be tracked out at various points during the 
season.  We strongly encourage you to remain in town during track-outs, so that players can fulfill their 
commitment to the team.  Players who do make travel plans during track-out are expected to inform coaches 
well in advance of such plans.   

Expenses 

Because the Salem Club Baseball Program is not school-sponsored, the club is responsible for all team 
expenses, including, but not limited to, equipment, field rentals, uniforms, umpires, and insurance.  The 
families of all players making the team will share expenses.  From past experience, those costs should run 
about $300 - $350 per player.  Uniforms will cost an additional $125 per player.  The JV and varsity teams use 
the same uniform, and uniforms can be used over multiple seasons. We are mindful of our expenses, and we 
do make every effort to control costs.  Note that there are no separate costs to participate in the fall tryouts. 

Please note that you should not let a financial hardship stop you from trying out for the team.  Please contact 
us if you foresee a financial hardship.   

Additional Information 

Jeff Wotus is the program director for the Salem Middle School Club Baseball Program.  Jeff has been with the 
club since its inception in 2007.  He served as the JV head coach from 2007-2010, and the varsity head coach 
from 2011-2014. He returned to the JV team as head coach in 2015. Jeff is also on the board of directors for 
the Wake County Club Baseball League.  Jeff can be reached via email at jwotus@nc.rr.com, or by phone at 
919-387-7321 (Home) or 919-670-9882 (Cell). 

The club has also set up a website at salembaseball.webs.com to keep you informed.   
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